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HMS Ambush, the Royal Navy's newest attack submarine, recently marked a first when it 
hosted six students from the UK's Submarine Command Course. 

  
The students, who are at the start of their five-month intensive training, are the first to 
undertake the entire course on board one of the navyôs new Astute Class submarines.  

Welcome to new member Philip Beeley. Hopefully the beginning of many 
years of enjoyment. 
 
By the time you read these words some of you will have been to ñSaluteò 
at the Excel Centre, Canary Wharf. Thank you Simon for again taking the 
lead and running the NWS Game. No doubt you had some helpers whose 
names I am currently unaware of; well done to you all. 
 
Try and get to the Explosion Museum in July; two days of wargames and 
a chat with some old friends ï or make some new friends. 
 
Somewhere in the World, the sun is over the yardarm. 
 
Norman Bell 

http://defenceintranet.diif.r.mil.uk/Organisations/Orgs/Navy/News/BySubject/NorthNews/Image Library/20150122-04.15-HMS Ambush Perisher1.JPG
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The Command Course, also known as ñPerisherò because of its challenging nature, is 
one of the most intense military training and assessment courses in the world.  Only 70 
percent of the officers undertaking Perisher succeed, while those who fail can never serve 
on board submarines again. On Friday, January 16th, HMS Ambush invited the students, 
and ñTeacherò as the course leader is called, Commander Irvine Lindsay, for a 
familiarisation visit ahead of the start of the course. Welcoming them was Commander 
Justin Codd, the Commanding Officer of HMS Ambush. The Astute Class represent the 
future of the Royal Navy submarine service, so it is vital that those who wish to become 
submarine commanders are fully familiar with the vessels. While parts of previous 
courses have been undertaken on board an A-Boat, this will be the first time the entire 
course has been run on an Astute Class submarine. 

Of the six students, four are from the Royal Navy, one from the US Navy and one from 
the French Maritime Nationale.  Sailors from allied navies have been involved in Perisher 
from the time of the Second World War onwards, reflecting the high-regard in which the 
course is held internationally.  

As well as becoming familiar with the Royal Navyôs newest attack submarine, the 
students also had an opportunity to tour the oldest in order to fully appreciate how much 
things have changed.  Teacher organised for the group to attend the Royal Navy 
Submarine Museum in Gosport where they visited ñHolland 1ò the first submarine 
commissioned by the navy back in 1901. The UK Submarine Command Course is in four 
phases, mixing practice ashore on high-tech simulators with practical experience at sea 
on board submarines.  At the end of the course the students are put through their paces 
at sea during realistic exercises designed to test them to the very limit.   

 
May 1942. Battle of the Coral Sea. 
 
 
 

 
 

Shoho after U.S. attack on May 7 1942. 
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By 1130 the entire vessel was damaged by bombs, torpedoes, and exploding aircraft, 
records Shohoôs war diary. A minute later, Shoho skipper, Capt. Ishinosuke Izawa orders 
his men to abandon ship, and he and 201 other Shoho sailors survive to be picked up by 
the destroyer Sazanami. 
 
Shoho, ñAuspicious Phoenixò, was converted from a submarine depot ship into a carrier. 
The very first attack by American aircraft on an enemy aircraft carrier has been a 
smashing success but on Lexington and Yorktown approx 160 miles south-eastward no 
one can make sense of the aviatorsô radio transmissions, until Lt. Cdr. Robert E. 
Dixon, Lexingtonôs second SBD leader, whoops clearly and loudly: ñScratch one flattop! 
Dixon to carrier, scratch one flattop!ò  

 
Some of you may have the ñCoral Seaò expansion to Avalon Hillôs ñMidwayò or Avalanche 
Pressôs ñCoral Seaò, the introductory level boxed game for their Second World War at 
Sea series of games. If so, why not write an after action report or a review for AGB or 
Battlefleet? The Avalanche Press Web Site includes a four part write up about the Coral 
Sea battle by award winning journalist, David H Lippman, which I enjoyed and recommend. 
http://www.avalanchepress.com/gameCoralSea.php 

 
 
 

 
Yamato running trials, 30 October 1941. 
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As usual the sea quiz comes curtesy of Rob Morgan. 
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The following article from ñThe Marinerôs Mirrorò January 2015, is from Rob Morgan. 
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