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EDITORIAL

Welcome to new member Philip Beeley. Hopefully the beginning of many
years of enjoyment.

By the time you read these words some of you will have beentofi Sa |l u
at the Excel Centre, Canary Wharf. Thank you Simon for again taking the
lead and running the NWS Game. No doubt you had some helpers whose
names | am currently unaware of; well done to you all.

Try and get to the Explosion Museum in July; two days of wargames and
a chat with some old friends i or make some new friends.

Somewhere in the World, the sun is over the yardarm.

Norman Bell

HMNB Clyde - Home of the UK Submarine Service
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HMS Ambush, the Royal Navy's newest attack submarine, recently marked a first when it
hosted six students from the UK's Submarine Command Course.

The students, who are at the start of their five-month intensive training, are the first to
undertake the entire course onboardone of the navyodés new Astut



http://defenceintranet.diif.r.mil.uk/Organisations/Orgs/Navy/News/BySubject/NorthNews/Image Library/20150122-04.15-HMS Ambush Perisher1.JPG

The Command Course, also known as fAPerisheroo
one of the most intense military training and assessment courses in the world. Only 70

percent of the officers undertaking Perisher succeed, while those who fail can never serve

on board submarines again. On Friday, January 16", HMS Ambush invited the students,

and ATeachero as the course | eader is called
familiarisation visit ahead of the start of the course. Welcoming them was Commander

Justin Codd, the Commanding Officer of HMS Ambush. The Astute Class represent the

future of the Royal Navy submarine service, so it is vital that those who wish to become

submarine commanders are fully familiar with the vessels. While parts of previous

courses have been undertaken on board an A-Boat, this will be the first time the entire

course has been run on an Astute Class submarine.

Of the six students, four are from the Royal Navy, one from the US Navy and one from
the French Maritime Nationale. Sailors from allied navies have been involved in Perisher
from the time of the Second World War onwards, reflecting the high-regard in which the
course is held internationally.

As well as becoming familiar withth e Roy a | Navyods newest attacltk
students also had an opportunity to tour the oldest in order to fully appreciate how much

things have changed. Teacher organised for the group to attend the Royal Navy

Submarine Museum in Gosport where theyvisi t ed fAHol |l and 10 the fi
commissioned by the navy back in 1901. The UK Submarine Command Course is in four

phases, mixing practice ashore on high-tech simulators with practical experience at sea

on board submarines. At the end of the course the students are put through their paces

at sea during realistic exercises designed to test them to the very limit.

May 1942. Battle of the Coral Sea.

Shoho after U.S. attack on May 7 1942.



By 1130 the entire vessel was damaged by bombs, torpedoes, and exploding aircraft,
records Shoho6 s war di ar y .Shoho skipper,.Cape IsHinasulke tzawa orders
his men to abandon ship, and he and 201 other Shoho sailors survive to be picked up by
the destroyer Sazanami.

Shoho, A Auspicious Phoeni xo, was converted fro
The very first attack by American aircraft on an enemy aircraft carrier has been a

smashing success but on Lexington and Yorktown approx 160 miles south-eastward no

one can make sense of the aviatorso radio tr
Dixon, Lexington06s second SBD | eader, whoops clearly
Di xon to carrier, scratch one flattop!o

Some of you may @aveexpansiiConat oSAval on Hill
Presso6s i QlerindrdductBre level,boxed game for their Second World War at

Sea series of games. If so, why not write an after action report or a review for AGB or
Battlefleet? The Avalanche Press Web Site includes a four part write up about the Coral

Sea battle by award winning journalist, David H Lippman, which | enjoyed and recommend.
http://www.avalanchepress.com/gameCoralSea.php
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Yamatorunning trials, 30 October 1941.



http://www.avalanchepress.com/gameCoralSea.php

As usual the sea quiz comes curtesy of Rob Morgan.

Sea Quiz 41... Answers.

1. This, says ‘The Navy’ was The Texel 1673, with 143 British and French
warships and 115 Dutch involved. Many a retired Admiral and Captain
begged ( loudly) to differ, and a range of options were given!

2. HMS’s Scorpion and Wyvern in 1865, both Confederate builds
originally, and Thoroughbred in the USA make superb model in 1/600™.

3. It’s Benbow, the others were built for foreign navies.

4. As late as 1878 at the Congress of Berlin.

5. This is a ‘Gay’ Class boat.
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SEA QUIZ No.42.

A couple of odd ones this time, but do remember that question one appeared in
1949, before the ‘Ton’ Class of Minesweepers........ !

Name ten British warships names ending in ON.
The First Royal Navy warship lit by electricity?
What did Parry, Franklin and McLintock all do?
Give the latitude of Greenwich.

Another Fast Patrol Boat, from what Class?
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Note

Commerce Warfare in the
Atlantic, 1917: SMS Moewe

Readers conversant with the history of the New
Zealand Shipping Company may be puzzled by
the statement on page 335 of the August 2014
Mariner’s Mirror, that the auxiliary cruiser
Moewe was withdrawn from Atlantic waters
in the autumn of 1916. SMS Moewe was very
much in evidence in the area in March 1917.
1 know this because my father, Roland L. H.
McNish, was chief officer of the New Zealand
Shipping Company’s SS Otaki when she fought
a gallant but one-sided action against Moewe,
on 1o March 1917, 350 miles east of the Azores.

Moewe was an armed merchant cruiser,
equipped with four 5.9-inch, a single 4.1-inch
and two 22-pounder guns, plus torpedo tubes.
On her current cruise during the winter of 1916
17 she had already sunk 24 vessels, a greater
loss than that achieved by her predecessor SMS
Emden, and the result of an earlier mine-laying
cruise had been the sinking of the battleship
HMS King Edward VII. .

Otaki was on passage to New York when
at 2.30 in the afternoon of 10 March 1917 her
mastex, Captain Archibald Bissett Smith, sighted
the German raider through fierce rain squalls.
He made up his mind that he would ignore
the enemy’s signal to stop; maybe because of
the weather. By skilful manoeuvring, Captain
Bissett Smith reckoned he had a good chance
of escaping. He increased speed to 13 knots
and kept Moewe stern-on, but the latter closed
the range and opened fire at 2,000 yards. Otak:
replied at once with her stern mounted 4.7-inch
gun, manned by two naval reserve gunnery
ratings, an apprentice, and other members of
Otaki’s crew. The action lasted 20 minutes, with
Moewe having to turn broadside on to bring all
her main armament to bear. Otaki’s gunners
scored several hits on the raider, killing five of
her crew and wounding ten others; and starting
a serious fire near the German ship’s magazine,
which took three days to put out. Meanwhile
Otaki had been hit 30 times, killing four of her
crew, including apprentice Basil Kilner manning
the gun, and wounding nine others.

Portrait of Captain Archibald Bissett

Figure 1
Smith, VC, RNR; master of $S ‘Otaki’, New
Zealand Shipping Company, 1917. Painted in
oils by Stanley Pellett. (Reproduced by kind
Permission of P&O Heritage Collection, www.
poberitage.com)

Otaki was now seriously on fire and
sinking, so the master gave the order for the
boats to be lowered so that the crew, including
the wounded, would have a chance of surviving
in the heavy seas. But Otak: was not completely
abandoned; remaining on the bridge were the
mastet, Captain Bisset Smith, Chief Officer
Roland McNish and the carpenter. As the water
rose the chief officer and carpenter jumped into
the sea, expecting their captain to follow; but
he was not seen again and it is assumed that he
returned to his cabin and went down with his
ship, her ensign still flying.

My father and the carpenter were picked up
by the ship’s boats and taken aboard Moewe,
and eventually were imprisoned at Holzminden
in north Germany. My father took part in a
mass escape of 29 officers in July 1918 but was
recaptured by police dogs.

An official letter of appreciation to the New
Zealand Shipping Company stated:
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