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EDITORIAL

| 6 m atting td dripsguith Windows 8, so | will not be upgrading to Windows 10 for ages
yet. The jury is still out on whether Windows 10 is an improvement. The few comments
that have come my way so far are non-committal.

Welcome to new Members, Roger Bell-West, Rupert Cullum and Gordon Smith.
Norman Bell
00000000000000000000000000000

Monitor HMS M53 at the Historic Dockyard, Portsmouth is now open to the public after an
expensive refurbishment. (£1.79 Million)

HMS M.33 is not only the sole remaining British veteran of the bloody Dardanelles Campaign of 1915-1916,
but also of the Russian Civil War which followed. The ship is one of just three British warships from World
War | still in existence.

HMS M.33 was built in 1915 on the orders of the First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston
Churchill. She was a floating gun platform designed to bombard coastal positions from the
sea. Her first active operation was the support of the landings at Suvla during the Battle of
Gallipoli in August 1915. She remained stationed at Gallipoli until the evacuation in
January 1916. She served in the Mediterranean for the remainder of the War and was
involved in the seizure of the Greek fleet at Salamis Bay in 1916.

After the War, M.33 was sent to Murmansk in Russia to relieve the North Russian
Expeditionary Force before returning to Portsmouth to become a mine-laying training
ship. She was renamed HMS Minerva.



The National Museum of the Royal Navy and Hampshire County Council have partnered
to develop an exciting project to conserve, restore and interpret M.33 in time for her
centenary in 2015. With Heritage Lottery Fund support the public are now allowed on
board for the first time, making HMS M.33 the only warship from World War | open to
visitors. (Until HMS CAROLINE is restored).

A campaign that lost over 50,000 troops. Gallipoli was a hugely important part of The
Great War.

The above is an extract from the Historic Dockyard web site.

Book recommendation: Douglas Reemanés fAHMSGaipdlRACENO t
WWII and of a young Midshipman facing the horrors of war.

Gallipoli: Myth & Memory

When: From 28 March 2015 until 31 January 2016, 10:00 - 17:00
Location: National Museum of the Royal Navy Portsmouth
Categories: Exhibitions and Screenings

Gallipoli: Myth and Memory is a brand new exhibition open 10am - 5pm at the National Museum of the

Royal Navy telling the Royal Navyés misunderstood stoc
was a major failure and caused far too many Allied casualties with many deaths coming from disease. This

is a free event with a valid Museum ticket.



http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events/category/18-exhibitions-and-screenings

If Napoleonic war-gamesar e your interest, you could do worse the
A | arge range of models are available for example her

1:1200 Scale. £11.90 at the time of writing. Not cheap but they are of a high standard. Frigates are a bit
cheaper at £8.40.

Web site of interest:

http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/oworganisation/thdighting-arms/fleetair-arm/historicflight/historic-flight

Royal Navy Historic Fight

The Royal Navy Historic Flight is a Royal Naval unit established in 1972 as a living
memorial to all those who have served in the Royal Naval Air Service and Fleet Air Arm
since the birth of naval aviation in 1909.

The Flight operates historic naval aircraft, namely Swordfish, Sea Fury and a Sea Hawk,
attending air displays throughout the United Kingdom which also provides something of a
'shop window' on the Fleet Air Arm. The current display aircraft collection consists of;
Swordfish Mkl W5856, Swordfish Mkll LS326, Swordfish Mkl NF389, Sea Fury FB.11
VR930 and Sea Hawk FGA.6 WV908.

Naval War Games in Italy recently.

Associazione Ludica Apuana (ALA) and Ares Games ran eight game sessions of Wings
of Glory and Sails of Glory at the convention Carrara Show - Festival dei Giochi e del
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http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-organisation/the-fighting-arms/fleet-air-arm/historic-flight/historic-flight

Fumetto. Players had the chance to engage in aerial and naval battles set in four
historical scenarios. The author Andrea Angiolino was present and took part in the games

Sea Quiz 45 ... Answers.

Several bones of contention in these five questions, but No. 1 brought no
comment. I often think this could have been a good name to include in a set of
fictional ‘Admiral’ Class Armoured Cruisers...’Byng, Benbow, Boscawen and
Blake.’!

1. It was HMS Monarque(74) to mark where Byng was shot.

2. This was, and 10 out of 10 if you knew it...HXS 306 (Halifax Slow) July
1944, 167 ships over I million tons.

3. HMS Undaunted (51), a Frigate relieved on the East Indies Station in
1878.

4. Tt was HMS Vanguard rammed by HMS Iron Duke in 1875.

5. Well, it was according to the compiler, HMS Triumph off Tsingtao in
1914, and it was a 6pdr converted to a/a fire.

The arguments first centred around the convoys, memories of larger
assembled but never sailing, or of the tonnage, all sorts of arguments
cropped up. It seems that HXS 306 covered 26 square miles of sea, try
wargaming that on a table top even in 1/4800™

The a/a gun was also a lively debated matter. As Triumph was in action
supporting the Allied ( largely Japanese) attack on the Tsingtao fortress
and colony in northern China, and the Germans had a couple of Rumpler
‘Taube '’ planes, it seems a fair assumption. Butthe Home Fleet purists
insisted that the first a/a gun was mounted on HMS Iron Duke that year.
I wondered if the Japanese warships off Tsingtao were armed with a/a
guns as well?

Rob Morgan.



SEA QUIZ... Number 46.

’ve moved to a later year of “The Navy’ for this quiz, a couple of l.)eaut'ies in
this one, and question 2 brought a very substantial response- the quiz writer
using the word ‘wrong’ in the same sentence as Royal Navy being blasphemous

apparently!
1. 40,000 tons of what was recovered off Tromso between November 1947 . —

~ —and October 19567

2. Which Royal Navy Monitor was wrongly named in 1915, and wrongly
named again in 19417

3. First steamship in a naval action?

4. Name 5 capital ships named after countries.

5. What hit the Black Rock of the Casquets in 1744?
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Menelaus?

‘The Navy’ from whence the quiz questions in these pages are drawn, always
contained vigorous correspondence on subjects ranging from the sublime to the
ridiculous. This particular question from John Simons, dates from 1952, and
merits a moment’s thought.

HMS Imperieuse of course was two old ‘Revenge’ Class Battleships in 1945-
‘Resolution’ and ‘Revenge’, and HMS Defiance, if ‘Conway’s’ is correct was
the ancient cruiser once known as HMS Andromeda. The ‘small gunboat’ with
the Greek name is much more elusive. The HMS Menelaus in service in WWII
was a Minelayer, and Mr Simons clearly states the 200ton (?) vessel -a pretty
small displacement for a gunboat, was a Tender, and the tonnage is far too great
for an early TB; so was the torpedo tube mounted on the forecastle a training
‘lash-up’?

The query received no positive response in the columns of ‘The Navy’, other
than a few memories of the ship’s comprising the Training Establishments over
the years.

What was Menelaus? SIR,—When serving on board H.M.S.
Imperieuse. in  Devonport: in. 1945 1
noticed a Kind, of smail gunboat of about
200 toms, armed with 2 single torpedo
tube on the fore-castle, which was a
tender to H.ML.S.. Defiance, the Torpedo
Training Establishment. It secemed to

ROb Morgan be a very. old vessel, built about 50

‘years' .ago, ‘but, of course, I may be

ST T mistaken. _Its' name was. Meneaus. ——
Could any of your readers let me have

information on.this ship?
Yours- faithfuily,
JOHN SmMONS.
Brussels,
Belgium.







